HBeAg/anti-HBe system and development of primary hepatocellular carcinoma in patients with HBsAg-positive liver cirrhosis.
The significance of the HBeAg/anti-HBe system and other HBV markers in the evolution of HBsAg-positive liver cirrhosis to primary hepato-cellular carcinoma (PHC) was studied by following up 70 cirrhotic patients from February 1978 to February 1981. Eight out of 19 (42.1%) patients with HBsAg positive liver cirrhosis developed PHC. On the other hand, only 7.8% of the patients with HBsAg-negative liver cirrhosis developed PHC. In the HBsAg-positive group only the patients who had already seroconverted to anti-HBe (7 out of 11) or were negative for both HBeAg and anti-HBe (1 out of 3) at the time of first observation and showed a histological picture of inactive cirrhosis, developed PHC during the follow-up period. No HBeAg-positive cirrhosis showed such an evolution. The absence of HBeAg in the sera of patients who developed PHC suggests that active HBV replication becomes increasingly defective during the course of malignant transformation.